Speech of Shri Rahul Gandhi at the 82nd Plenary Session at Hyderabad
22nd & 23rd January 2006

Shri Rahul Gandhi participating in the discussion at the 82nd Plenary Session said he was
participating in such sessions for the first time. He said he wanted to hear the senior
leaders in this session to learn things. But members have expressed their desire to hear
him that is why he was standing before them.

Referring to the Political Resolution he said that discussion was going on about the present
day political situation. He wanted to raise a very important matter from the Political
Resolution. That subject is wherever Congress is weak it is necessary to strengthen the
Congress in those areas. Congress was the strong base in Uttar Pradesh. The organization
used to derive the inspiration from that. It is therefore, a question that the place where the
Congress was the strongest how that has become the weak point today.

The text of his speech is quoted below :
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There are a large number of true grassroot leaders and workers in our Party. You know the
difference between a true leader and a 'Neta'. You are the first to know that leadership
cannot be created, it has to be built slowly brick by brick. There is no fast path to success in
creating leaders.

| believe, looking into the future, our Party has a huge opportunity. We have this opportunity
because we have three strengths. The first strength is our experience. We have a capable
and experienced senior leadership; Team. They brought us to power and is serving our
country and our Party.

We have Manmohan Singh ji, our Prime Minister and Sonia Gandhi ji, our President - the
President of our Party who make us proud. Our second strength is our grassroot worker.
That man and woman in every village and Mohalla, whom we often ignored at times this
person, who fights our battles in the field, who carries our Flag, who takes the lathis from
the Opposition. He is the backbone of our Party. Our third strength is our youth.

Today, we are the oldest Party in India, but we are also the youngest. Out of all the political
Parties today, we have the largest number of young leaders; out of all the political parties
today, young are looking towards us. Out of all the political parties today, we have the
youngest and the most modern thinking. We must embrace the young of our country; we
must use this organisation of ours to unleash the immense energy to build a better India.

With due respect | would like to make two appeals. Let us truly listen to the wisdom of our
great people. Let us understand their concerns and aspirations; let us become leader by
listening, by learning and working rather than through posts and positions.

To our leaders, | humbly want to say, we are your soldiers.

Provide us with the task you want us to fulfil, identify and reward our success. Open the
doors of the Congress Party to the thousands, to the millions of Indians who believe in our
ideology and are struggling to make this country great, but most importantly recognise the
anonymous mass of workers, who fight our battles, who carry our Flag and give them a
voice in our organisation. The Congress Party and the India people have a glorious history
together. We struggled together for our freedom; we strived together to become self-reliant
in food production. Together, we build India's bridge into the 21st century. We have new
challenges to overcome, new dreams to fulfill, new examples to set, and a new reality to
shape. Let us cement the Congress Party's unique partnership of youth and wisdom and
make it unbeatable. Thank you.

| have one last thing to say. Someone once asked me; what my religion was? | thought
about it and | answered that the Indian Flag was my religion. | promised myself after my
father died that | would serve the people, this Flag represents, by taking up a job, before |
know what our workers and people feel and need. | would be doing a disservice both to my
religion and to my Party.

My place right now is among our people; my place right now is to learn and understand so
that | can serve my people and my Party better. | appreciate and | am grateful to you for
you feelings and support. | assure you, | will not let you down. Thank you.



