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Friends, there is no doubt that corruption at all levels has become a disease
spreading throughout our society. The poor pay the heaviest price for it, bear its
greatest burden. The RTI legislation is bringing about a new culture of transparency
and accountability. The Lok Pal Bill awaiting introduction in Parliament will

strengthen this process.



There should be no tolerance for corruption or misconduct. We have demonstrated
this through our actions. Even when no charge has been established, we have asked
ministers and chief ministers to step down, pending inquiry. How many other parties
can make such a claim? Can the BJP do so in regard to Karnataka where corruption
is rampant or other states? Can anything possibly justify bringing Parliament to a .
halt? Can the Opposition justify undermining the norms on which a parliamentary
democracy functions? Surely, Parliament cannot be held hostage to political
expediency. Parliament itself is the forum to discuss and resolve contentious issues.

In this context, I want to say something about our Prime Minister. He is the
embodiment of sobriety, dignity and integrity. The BJP’s personal attack on him is
downright despicable. On your behalf, I want to compliment him for his wise
leadership, for remaining calm amidst the storm and for his unwavering devotion to
the progress and prosperity of the nation. The Party stands solidly with him,

I believe that both as a party and as a government we must confront corruption head-
on. State funding of elections has been talked about in different forums from time to
time. We should now consider how best to take this proposal forward decisively.
Beyond this, here is how I believe we can intensify our battle against corruption.

First, there is merit in instituting a new system of fast-tracking all cases that concern
corruption by public servants, including politicians. Such cases drag on interminably
and undermine public confidence and trust. Why can’t we put in place systems that
bring corruption cases to closure in a defined time-frame? This would bring the
guilty to book quickly and clear those unfairly charged.

Second, we must ensure, through legislation and clear procedures, full transparency
in public procurement and contracts. It is the duty of the administration to ensure

that there is no subversion of due process. And should it come to pass, whistle
blowers must be protected.

Third, we have ample evidence that all discretionary powers, particularly in land
allocation breed corruption. I would like all Congress chief ministers and Ministers at
both the Centre and states, to set an example by reviewing and relinquishing such
POWETS. '

Fourth, we need an open, competitive system of exploiting natural resources. This is
something we promised in our 2009 election manifesto and it has now assumed
much greater urgency.



Congressmen and women holding office must not allow any doubt about their
probity and integrity. It ill becomes representatives of a Party claiming to speak for
the poor to indulge in greed, extravagance and luxury. Simplicity, restraint and
austerity must be our chosen way. We cannot make this a law. But in a country where
poverty is still widespread, let us at least have the moral sensibility to avoid vulgar
displays of wealth and waste.

VI

Since May 2004 under our Prime Minister’s leadership, the economy has moved on
to a much higher growth path. His stewardship through the global crisis is
acknowledged universally. It is this high economic growth that has enabled us to
fund our social welfare programmes and schemes. It has also enabled our
government to transfer unprecedented financial resources to all the states.

As we sustain the momentum of high economic growth, we face some crucial

challenges.

Prices of essential commodities particularly must always be kept at affordable levels

and inflation kept in check.

Our environment, forests and biodiversity must be protected and regenerated.
The benefits of growth must be shared equitably with the weaker sections of sdciety.

Our government is dealing with these challenges. The inflation rate has declined
considerably in recent months. Allocations for our flagship schemes have increased
enormously. But merely spending more money or attaining expanded numerical

targets is not enough.

Subsidies meant for the poor must reach the poor and the poor alone. Subsidies
enjoyed by the relatively well-off must be redirected to those in need. It is essential
that the quality of public education and health care is vastly improved. These are
vital building-blocks of an inclusive society. This is how equality of opportunity and
social mobility will reach everybody.

It is here that all of you can play a valuable and constructive role by acting as
watchdogs at local levels. You must mobilise and organise beneficiaries, make sure



that job cards are given, due wages paid, ration shops function, primary health
centres run properly and teachers report for work in schools.

VII

Before I end, let me say that our future will be shaped not by a magic wand or by any
single individual. Our future will depend on our party’s capacity to work together as a
team and to ensure that our organisation does not pull in different directions. There
are always personal disappointments in politics as in other walks of life. I can
understand individual ambitions but when they are not fulfilled, the party’s cohesion
should not be jeopardised. The party must always come before the individual.

Friends, there is a new aspiration in our country. The Congress must recognise this
and make itself the instrument of its fulfilment. It can only do so by mobilising its

collective political will.
We are a party with a glorious past.

We are the party of the future, It is for us to ensure that it holds out hope for each
and every Indian. That is our calling and our obligation.

Let the message go forth from this Plenary that the Congress is aware of its strengths,
conscious of its responsibilities.

Together we will build on vur strengths.
Together we will honour our responsibilities.

We will strive our utmost to prove worthy of the trust and confidence that the people

continue to repose in us.

Jai Hind.



