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The true realisation of India’s power lies in igniting the fire of ambition of our
aspiring millions. In order for this flame to spread, India needs to be connected
within itself and to the rest of the world.

We need to connect India physically through roads, electricity,
telecommunication, railways and other infrastructure. We need to connect India
intellectually through literacy, education and training. Finally, we need to
connect India economically through the creation of jobs and livelihoods.

It is we the youth who have the greatest stake in our future, It is from among the
youth that tomorrow’s leaders will rise. I firmly believe that the Youth Congress
and the NSUI can and should become the vehicles for young Indians who want
to serve our nation.

Over the last few weeks, I have spent many hours with our workers and office-
bearers. I am proud to say that there are many among them with talent, character
and a will to serve. But there is work to be done.

In my travels, I am often asked two questions. The first is from young people
who ask, “How can we join politics and help India?” The second question which
comes from within the Youth Congress and the NSUI  is “How do we progress
in the organization?”

These two questions touch at the heart of what needs to be changed.

If we are to truly become an organization that represents the youth of our
country; if we are to truly develop leaders of whom this nation can be proud, we
need to do two things. ‘



The first is to build an organization that is open and relevant to the broad range
of young Indians who believe in our values and seek to serve the nation.

-

The second is to build a meritocratic organization. Young people bring
tremendous passion and energy into our organization. We must see to it that they

are accountable. It is our duty to ensure that their progress is linked to their
performance.

I stand here today to urge every young Indian to join us and help us build
institutions worthy of your dreams, your values and your capabilities.

Jai Hind.
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